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Accessibility at Northampton School 

Accessibility Plan 

Academies are required to have Accessibility Plans showing how they are planning strategically to increase access over time; the same duties as previously 
existed under the DDA and have been replicated in the Equality Act 2010. The plan shows how the school is: 

• increasing the extent to which disabled pupils can participate in the curriculum; 

• improving the physical environment of schools to enable those with disabilities to take better advantage of education, benefits, facilities and services 
provided; and 

• improving the availability of accessible information to those with disabilities. 

 
Northampton School will ensure that all staff and governors are aware of the implications of the Equality Act, through training and development 
opportunities and embed the good practice across all aspects of school life. 
 
At Northampton School we try to ensure that every child has the best opportunity to achieve. We make ‘reasonable adjustments’ to our practices and 
policies to meet the requirements of the Equality Act. We do recognise that there is always room to improve and the Action Plan shows our wish to continue 
to develop our practice. 
 
In our physical environment we have done what we are able to within the resources available. Accessibility Plan audits identify a range of issues with 
differing levels of importance. We have a desire to improve the environment in a way that promotes inclusion for all pupils and will continue to do so subject 
to resources being available. An annual audit will be completed and actions carried out where reasonably practicable. 
 
We aim to use a range of formats to meet differing needs. Visual signs will be used in appropriate places for all pupils, and particularly for those who need 
visual cues to help them. We are aware of services to produce alternative formats if necessary. Lifts are provided to access the upper floor within 
Northampton School. 
 
We will use our information systems to monitor our progress as a school and the progress of disabled users within the school to ensure that we are helping 
all to achieve. 
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Aim 
Current good Practice Objective Actions Person(s) 

responsible 
Timeframe Success Criteria 

Increase access to the 
curriculum for students with a 
disability. All curriculum 
areas consider their practice 
in light of current legislation 
and developments. 
 
To ensure all students have 
appropriate equipment in 
place to enable them to 
engage with a broad and 
balanced curriculum 

Use of one page portraits 
identifying individual needs and 
support strategies needed in 
order to be supported 
appropriately 

 

Annual Personal Emergency 
Evacuation Plans (PEEPS) 

 

Assessment for use of ICT; 
production of modified resources 
for VI students 

 

Operation of adaptive teaching 
through a scaffolded curriculum 
for all students 

 

Effective target setting to be in 
place for all students ensuring 
appropriateness for those with 
additional needs and effective 
tracking of student progress 
through regular student testing 
including for those students with 
an additional need 

 

Regular review of the curriculum 
to ensure that it meets the needs 
of all students 

 

Curriculum resources to include 
examples of people with 
disabilities 

Staff are more aware of the 
ways in which they can 
make the curriculum more 
accessible to students with 
specific needs 

 

 

 

Strategic planning continued 
at curriculum team level 

Continue with training of whole 
school staff. Link with school 
and departmental team focus 
upon teaching and learning. 

 

 

At least one training day 
session to focus on inclusive 
practice each academic year.  

 

 

To meet regularly with 
students, parents and outside 
agencies to plan access 
improvements 

 

 

Target setting based on KS2 
data and set when student 
results released. 

SENDCo 

Teaching 
Staff 

 

 

SLT 

 

 

 

SENDCo 

 

 

 

 

SLT 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

Ongoing 

 

 

 

 

Every July 

All students have equal 
access to a broad, balanced 
curriculum. The school 
community values diversity 

 

 

Raised awareness of the 
collective responsibility 
towards inclusion 
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To ensure that Northampton 
school is accessible to all 
disabled visitors including 
parents and carers and HI, VI 
and wheelchair users (staff, 
student or visitor) 
 
 

Annual accessibility audits for 
identified students are completed 

 

Clear communication with 
parents / carers to establish their 
specific needs. When we are 
aware of those with needs, we 
arrange for the correct support to 
be available 

To keep the lift in working 
order and ensure 
arrangements are made to 
direct and support disabled 
parents or carers during 
visits to the school 

 

To provide support / signers 
for parents and carers with 
hearing impairments 

 

Provide support for new 
students including those 
with specific needs 

Regular PPM maintenance 
visits 

HOY’s to be aware of the 
needs of any wheelchair user 
parent or carer and arrange 
support if required on school 
visits 

Arrange with appropriate 
providers for signers to be 
present at all evenings for 
identified parent/ carer 

Provide suitable orientation for 
students with specific needs to 
enable them to be able to 
navigate the NS buildings 

Estate 
Manager 

 

HoY 

 

 

SENDCo 
Admin 

 

SENDCo 
and HoY 

Ongoing All visitors can access the 
main reception area of 
school and be able to move 
around the site either with 
support or independently  

HI and VI parents can 
access information about 
their children as well as 
participate when attending 
events/ functions at the 
school 

Ensure all exam 
arrangements are in place for 
all students with identified 
needs 

Early identification of potential 
needs of students when in the 
lower year groups so we can 
arrange for further evidence 
when at the point of assessment 
for GCSE access arrangements 

All students able to achieve 
their full potential and 
support structures are in 
place 

To ensure Access 
Arrangements (AA) are 
identified and put in place 
for Year 9 students ahead of 
their end of year exams 

Member of staff to attend the 
relevant training course to 
qualify to administer 
assessments in line with the 
JCQ framework for access 
arrangements 

Appoint AA administrator to 
support members of staff 
testing Y9 students 

AA 
administrator 

Trust 
SENDCo 

Ongoing  Students identified for AA. 

NS staff member identified 
to potentially train to be able 
to test for access 
arrangements. 

Improve the delivery of 
information to pupils with a 
disability 

Where students require 
information in an alternative 
format we will adapt to use 

• Large print resources 

• Braille 

• Induction loops 

• Pictorial/symbolic 
representations 

Internal signage to be adapted to 
suit individual student needs 

 Training to be provided to 
teaching staff for best teaching 
strategies for VI student 
attending NS in Y7. 

Discussion with QTVI 
regarding accessability needs 
for VI student attending NS 
and requirements of adapted 
signage. 

SENDCo and 
QTVI 

Sept 
training 
days and 
ongoing 

 

 

Successful transition for new 
student 
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Building / 
Area 

Accessibility 
issue 

Impact 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Priority 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Possible long 
term solution 

Cost 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Probability of 
implementation 
(High Med Low)  

Possible interim 
solution 
(reasonable 
adjustment) 

Cost 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Further action 

Access to front 
of school 

None        Maintain accessible 
parking and directional 
signage 

Access into 
school building 
from drop off 

None        Maintain white line 
markings and signposting 

Reception None        Maintain induction loop 
and keep counters clear 

Head teacher’s 
office 

None         

First Aid room 
 

None         

Toilets None         

Canteen None        Ensure adequate space 
between tables for 
wheelchair access 

Main Hall None        Keep space available for 
wheelchairs or chair in 
front of bleacher seating. 
Maintain induction loop. 

Staircases x 4 Not accessible 
to wheelchairs 

L L Lift available L H Access fob issued 
to user 

L Fobs available for issue.  
Lift PPM in place. Rapid 
contractor callout 
attendance 

Sports Hall None         

Main corridor 
ground floor 

None         

Main corridor 
first floor 

None         
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Building / 
Area 

Accessibility 
issue 

Impact 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Priority 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Possible long 
term solution 

Cost 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Probability of 
implementation 
(High Med Low)  

Possible interim 
solution 
(reasonable 
adjustment) 

Cost 
(High 
Med 
Low) 

Further action 

South Wing 
ground floor 

None         

South Wing 
First Floor 

None         

North Wing 
ground floor 

None         

North Wing 
First Floor 

None         

Inclusion None        Maintain appropriate 
signage 

Learning 
Resource 
Center 

None        Maintain appropriate 
signage 

Sports Field None         

AWP None         

MUGA None         

Outdoor play 
areas 

None        Keep clear access 

Outdoor 
covered area 

None        Ensure adequate space 
between tables for 
wheelchair access 


