
  

Our intent – History 

The history curriculum at NS mirrors that of NSB following a period of repeated refinement and carefully planned 
changes over the past 3 years. The curriculum is planned chronologically. This is widely acknowledged as a good 
approach as it enables students to conceptualise historical periods and events and make sense of connections across 
time periods, for example. The chronological approach ensures that the chosen content is logically sequenced. We 
are clear about why they have chosen content/periods/events in KS3, and their rationale is underpinned by the 
curriculum aims. Substantive concepts are threaded through the curriculum, including ‘society’, ‘conflict’, ‘state’ and 
‘tolerance’ to support students in drawing connections across different time periods. There is strong evidence of 
where these connections are explicitly mapped across KS3 for the concept of ‘tolerance’ for example: In Year 7, 
students study the Crusades in the context of ‘Religion in the Middle Ages’, considering how tolerant the Muslims 
were towards Christians who entered Jerusalem. In this context, students consider individual and religious tolerance. 

Curriculum Implementation and Impact - History 

Alongside substantive knowledge, the National Curriculum is explicit in ensuring that students ‘understand historical 
concepts such as continuity and change, cause and consequence, similarity, difference and significance etc.’ These 
are often referred to as disciplinary skills and we have worked extensively to map these 6 domain specific areas into 
the curriculum at strategic points as shown on the next page. These have been identified on appropriate teaching 
resources (usually PowerPoints) and are included as 'non-negotiable' activities within SoW. As such, all teachers will 
complete these activities over the course of the SoW.  
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Chronological 

Understanding 

Use both written and 

pictorial evidence 

Change and Continuity 

Significance 

Cause and Consequence 

The impact of events over 

extended Historical 

narratives 

 

People and Power 

 

War and British Society 

 

The Historical 

Environment 

 

International Relations 

 

Historical Controversy 

 

Interpretations of History 

 

Representations of 

History 

 

Extended writing 

 

Extended chronological 

understanding 

Comparing and 

Contrasting 

Explaining and analysing 

the different relationships 

between events or 

concepts within a period 

Cultural and Ethical 

Diversity 

 



 

 

Critically, this mapping exercise has allowed us to consider the types of activities and tasks that best support 
students to get progressively ‘better’ at these disciplinary skills. 

 



 


